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The  International  Agricultural  Institute  : 
Its  Objects  and  its  Publications. 

The  International  Agricultural  Institute  owes  its  inception 
to  the  initiative  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Italy,  who  early 
in  1905  invited  the  different  Governments  of  the  world  to 
take  part  in  a  Conference,  to  be  held  at  Rome  in  the  May 
following,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  constitution 
and  organisation  of  the  proposed  Institute. 

This  Conference  was  attended  by  the  representatives  of 
some  40  different  States,  and  in  accordance  with  the  agree- 
ment then  reached  the  International  Agricultural  Institute 
was  established  as  an  official  institution  supported  by  the 
various  Governments  concerned,  each  of  which  is  repre- 
sented in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Institute  by  delegates 
of  its  own  selection.  Up  to  the  present  time  49  different 
countries,  including  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  India  and 
most  of  the  self-governing  Dominions  and  Colonies  of  the 
British  Empire  have  become  affiliated  to  the  Institute. 

The  Institute  is  housed  in  a  beautiful  building,  which,  by 
the  munificence  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Italy,  has  been 
erected  at  Rome  in  the  grounds  of  the  Villa  Umberto  I.  This 
building  contains  large  rooms  for  meetings  in  the  central 
portion,  while  the  wings  contain  the  offices,  library,  and  the 
rooms  occupied  by  the  foreign  delegates. 

The  Objects  of  the  Institute. 

The  Constitution  of  the  Institute  provides  that,  whilst 
limiting  its  action  to  international  questions,  it  is  to  be  the 
duty  of  the  Institute  : — 

(a.)  To  collect,  elaborate,  and  publish,  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible,  statistical,  technical,  or  economic  information 
regarding  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  its  production,  whether 
animal  or  vegetable,  the  trade  in  agricultural  products,  and 
the  prices  obtained  on  the  various  markets. 

(&.)  To  send  to  interested  parties,  in  as  rapid  a  manner  as 
possible,  full  information  of  the  nature  above  mentioned. 
f28299r— 6.)     Wt.  P.  2665—45.     5000.     9/13.    D  &  S.     (&>- (4). 
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(c.)  To  indicate  the  wages  of  rural  labour. 

(d.)  To  notify  all  new  diseases  of  plants  which  may  appear 
in  any  part  of  the  world,  indicating  the  districts  affected, 
the  spread  of  the  disease,  and,  if  possible,  efficacious  means 
of  resistance. 

(e.)  To  consider  questions  relating  to  agricultural  co-opera- 
tion, insurance,  and  credit,  in  all  their  forms,  collecting  and 
publishing  information  which  may  be  useful  in  the  various 
countries  for  the  organisation  of  undertakings  relating  to 
agricultural  co-operation,  insurance,  and  credit. 

(/.)  To  present,  if  expedient,  to  the  Governments,  for 
their  approval,  measures  for  the  protection  of  the  common 
interests  of  agriculturists  and  for  the  improvement  of  their 
condition  after  having  previously  taken  every  means  of 
obtaining  the  necessary  information,  e.g.,  resolutions  passed 
by  International  Congresses  or  other  Congresses  relating 
to  agriculture  or  to  sciences  applied  to  agriculture,  Agricul- 
tural Societies,  Academies,  Learned  Societies,  &c. 

All  questions  relating  to  the  economic  interests,  the 
legislation  and  administration  of  any  particular  State  are 
to  be  excluded  from  the  sphere  of  the  Institute. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  that  the  Institute  is  in  effect  an 
International  Agricultural  Intelligence  Department  for  the 
collection,  collation  and  publication  of  technical,  economic 
and  statistical  information  of  interest  to  agriculturists,  special 
prominence  being  given  to  crop  reports,  prices,  plant 
diseases,  co-operation,  insurance,  and  credit. 

Publications  of  the  Institute. 

The  task  of  organising  the  Institute  on  a  basis  which 
would  enable  it  to  cope  with  the  extensive  programme  thus 
laid  down  presented  many  difficulties.  These  difficulties 
were,  however,  successfully  overcome,  and  during  the  past 
year  the  labours  of  the*  Institute  have  assumed  a  practical 
form  in  the  regular  publication  of  three  separate  periodicals 
together  with  several  Reports  on  special  subjects. 

These  publications,  which  are  of  much  value  to  Agricul- 
turists, are  described  below. 

1. — Monthly  Bulletin  of  Agricultural  Statistics. — This 
publication,  which  is  issued  about  the  20th  of  each  month  in 
English  and  four  other  languages,  furnishes  statements  as  to 
the  area,  production  and  condition  of  the  crops  in  different 
countries  of  the  world  based  on  the  official  information 
supplied  to  the  Institute.  The  estimated  and  actual  figures 
of  area  and  production,  and  also  the  condition  of  the  crops, 
are  for  purposes  of  comparison  reduced  to  a  common  uniform 
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standard,  and  expressed  in  percentages  of   the   average    of 
several  preceding  years. 

2. —  Monthly  Bulletin  of  Economic  and  Social  Intelligence. — 
This  publication,  which  usually  contains  about  250  pages,  is 
issued  in  French  and  provisionally  in  English.  It  deals 
with  co-operation,  insurance,  credit  and  other  economic 
questions  relating  to  agriculture. 

3. — Bulletin  of  Agricultural  Intelligence  and  Plant 
Diseases. — This  Bulletin  differs  to  some  extent  from  the 
foregoing  in  that  it  is  exclusively  composed  of  summaries 
of  or  extracts  from  reports,  newspapers,  bulletins  and  similar 
publications  of  a  technical  character.  The  summaries  are 
classified  according  to  subject  and  embrace  agricultural 
chemistry  and  botany,  the  cultivation  of  crops  in  all  parts  of 
the  world,  live  stock  and  live  stock  products,  agricultural 
industries  and  machinery,  plant  diseases  and  destructive 
insects. 

Subscription  Rates. 

In  order  to  enable  farmers  and  others  in  Great  Britain  to 
obtain  copies  of  the  above  publications  with  a  minimum  of 
trouble,  the  Board  have  made  arrangements  with  the 
Institute  for  the  Board  to  supply  copies  direct  at  the  follow- 
ing rates,  including  postage  : — 


Annual 

Single 

Subscription. 

Copy. 

s.    d. 

s.    d. 

4     9       ... 

0     6 

14    3       ... 

1     7 

14    3       ... 

1     7 

28    6       ... 

— 

Bulletin  of  Agricultural  Statistics  ... 
Bulletin  of  Economic  Intelligence  ... 
Bulletin  of  Agricultural  Intelligence 
Subscription  for  the  three  Bulletins 

The  sums  mentioned  should  be  forwarded  to  the  Secretary, 
Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  Whitehall  Place,  S.W. 

Remittances  should  be  made  payable  not  to  any  individual 
by  name  but  to  "  The  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
or  Order"  and  crossed  "Bank  of  England." 

Other  Publications. 

In  addition  the  Board  have  arranged  to  supply  direct 
copies  of  certain  other  publications  of  the  Institute  as 
under  : — 

s.  d. 
Monographs  on  Agricultural  Co-operation  in  Various 

Countries,  Yol.  I.  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     2     9 

Annuaire  International  de  Statistique  Agricole,  1910...     4     0 
Annuaire  International  de  Legislation  Agricole,  1912       7  1L 

Remittances  for  the  above  publications  should  be  for- 
warded to  the  Secretary,  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
Whitehall  Place,  S.W. 
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The  Institute  has  also  issued  some  other  publications,  copies 
of  which  can  be  obtained  from  Rome  direct  at  the  price 
mentioned  below,  viz. : — 

L'organisation  des services  de  statistique  agricole 

dans  les  divers  pays  (Tome  ler)       ...  ...  4  francs. 

L'organisation   des   services  de  statistique   en 

Suede ...         1  franc. 

Statistique  des  superficies  cultivees,  de  la  pro- 
duction vegetale  et  du  betail  dans  les  pays 
adherents  (Essai  d'inventaire  d'apresles  docu 
ments  publies  par  les  Etats) 

Bulletin  bibliographique  hebdomadaire 


5  francs. 

f  50  centimes 
\  per  number. 

12  francs. 

3  francs. 


Do.      Annual  subscription 

Catalogue  de  la  Bibliotheque  (Annee  1909)     ... 

Liste    des    revues   et  journaux   regulierement 

regus  par  l'lnstitut,  1912         ...         ...         ...      0*50  francs. 

L'assurance-grele    dans   quelques   pays   et   ses 

problemes,  1911  ...         ...         ...         ...      1*50  francs. 

L'organisation  de  la  statistique  de  la  coopera- 
tion agricole  dans  quelques  pays,  1911         ...      T50  francs. 

An  Outline  of  the  European  Co-operative  Credit 

Systems,  1912 0*50  francs. 

L'organisation  actuelle  du  service  de  protection 
contre  les  maladies  des  plantes  et  les  insectes 
nuisibles  dans  les  divers  pays,  1911  ...         ...      1-50  francs. 

L'activite  de  l'lnstitut  International  d'Agri- 
culture  dans  le  domaine  de  la  cooperation, 
de  l'assurance  et  du  credit  agricole,  1912     ...      0'50  francs. 

Recueil  des  coefficients  pour  la  conversion  des 
poids,  mesures  et  monnaies  au  systeme 
metrique  decimal,  1912  ...         ...         ...      0"50  francs. 

Remittances  for  these  publications  should  be  made  directly 
to  the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture  (Office  of  the 
Secretary  General),  Villa  Umberto  I.,  Rome. 

4,  Whitehall  Place,  London,  S.W., 
August,  1911. 

Revised,  February,  1913. 


Copies  of  this  leaflet  may  be  obtained  free  of  charge  and 
post  free  on  application  to  the  Secretary,  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture and  Fisheries,  4,  Whitehall  Place,  London,  S.W. 
Letters  of  application  so  addressed  need  not  be  stamped. 


